From: Canteenwala, Eric

To: Priselac, Adrienne

Subject: FW: Review of Environmental Data - Carver Elementary School
Date: Wednesday, December 16, 2015 5:07:00 PM

Attachments: ReviewofEnvironmentalData_CarverES_12.16.2015.pdf

FYI, DTSC has sent a final summary letter of all actions taken regarding Carver Elementary School.
-Eric

From: Aquino, Kristina@DTSC [mailto:Kristina.Aquino@dtsc.ca.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, December 16, 2015 4:57 PM

To: mbrown@ggusd.us

Cc: moneill@cde.ca.gov; Canteenwala, Eric ; Pacifico, Oliver@Waterboards ; Mascarenas,
Ana@DTSC ; Garza, Yolanda@DTSC ; Gillette, Maria@DTSC

Subject: Review of Environmental Data - Carver Elementary School

Good afternoon,

Attached for your file is the PDF copy of ‘Review of Environmental Data' for Carver Elementary
School. The original document will be sent via regular mail. If you have any questions, please contact
Ms. Maria Gillette, Project Manager, at 714.484.5377 or at email address mgillette@dtsc.ca.gov.
Thank you,

Kristina Aquino

Office Technician

Department of Toxic Substances Control

714-484-5475

Kristina.Aquino@dtsc.ca.gov
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\‘./ Department of Toxic; Substances Control

Barbara A. Lee, Director
Matthew Rodriquez 5796 Corporate Avenue Edmund G. Brown Jr.

Secretary for Cypress, California 90630 Governor

Environmental Protection

December 16, 2015

Ms. Margaret Brown

Director of Facilities

Garden Grove Unified School District
10331 Stanford Avenue

Garden Grove, CA 92840

RE: REVIEW OF ENVIRONMENTAL DATA AT CARVER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Dear Ms. Brown:

The intent of this letter is twofold; first, to close our investigation into community -
concerns regarding public health and safety issues at the Carver Elementary School in
the Garden Grove Unified School District (GGUSD), and second, to document the
Department of Toxic Substances Control's (DTSC) findings of our review of the
information provided with respect to the soil sampling investigation, and the drinking
water quality analysis conducted by GGUSD at Carver Elementary School.

Carver Elementary School

In April 2015, two community members notified DTSC of environmental and public
health and safety concerns at the Carver Elementary School, located at 11105 Santa
Rosalia Street in the City of Stanton, Orange County, California. DTSC understands
that Carver Elementary School was constructed in 1960 and closed in 2014 for
modernization, including the comprehensive replacement of ventilation, electrical and
plumbing systems. GGUSD’s website reports the funding source for this work was
derived from the 2010 Measure “A” School Bond, and that Carver Elementary School
was re-opened in September 2015 as a learning center for developmentally disabled
pre-school children. '

A former school employee and community member reported public health and safety
concerns at Carver Elementary School which included the suspected presence of friable
asbestos, lead-based paint; polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB) contaminated building
materials, and discolored and potentially contaminated soil resulting from a reported
former natural gas leak. Also reported was concern regarding the suspected presence
of residual contamination around the perimeter of exterior buildings due to the routine
application of pesticides for termite control.
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After receiving notification of the same community concerns, the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) contacted GGUSD to discuss Carver
Elementary School. GGUSD provided USEPA with a copy of the soil sampling
investigation report, and USEPA forwarded a copy to DTSC. The report described
limited surface soil sampling that was conducted in the area where a former natural gas
leak occurred, and at four separate areas located adjacent to classrooms where
students and staff could potentially come into direct contact with soil. The resulting
analytical data reported the detection of total petroleum hydrocarbons below levels of
regulatory concern in the vicinity of the former natural gas leak. Surface soil samples
collected from the four areas near classrooms were analyzed for the metal lead and
organochlorine pesticides also reported detections well below levels of regulatory
concern. All soil samples were analyzed by a state certified laboratory.

DTSC also obtained a copy of the 2015 Consumer Confidence Report on water quality
from the Golden State Water Company, the water system purveyor that provides
drinking water to Carver Elementary School. The report confirmed that the water ‘
supplied to Carver Elementary School meets all federal and California drinking water
standards. The Golden State Water Company provides this report to its customers
every year by July 1.

DTSC contacted the State Water Resources Control Board’s Division of Drinking Water
to obtain information for addressing drinking water quality concerns detected beyond
the water purveyor's meter. DTSC was informed that, typically, any drinking water
problems detected in the internal plumbing beyond the meter would be the responsibility
of the owner of the home, apartment complex, or school to resolve.

GGUSD independently collected samples of tap water from the newly installed pipelines
and plumbing fixtures at Carver Elementary School, and had the samples analyzed at a
state certified laboratory. GGUSD provided a copy of the resulting tap water sample
results to DTSC. DTSC and the State Regional Water Quality Control Board reviewed
the results and concurred that the school’s drinking water quality fully complies with all
applicable state drinking water standards.

GGUSD also provided the community with a fact sheet titled “Carver School Site Facts”
which addressed common environmental and safety concerns reported at the school
and the actions taken to resolve the issues. To further assist the community in
addressing public health concerns outside of DTSC’s and USEPA'’s regulatory
jurisdiction, we spoke with local city and county public health agencies, and made this
information publically available.
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School Modernization

To assist school districts, DTSC has developed the enclosed fact sheet that describes
the federal and state regulatory requirements, and best management practices that
should be complied with to ensure that renovated school buildings provide a secure and
healthy environment. DTSC exercises its regulatory authority at a school property when
a recognized release of a hazardous substance has occurred.

The California Education Code does not require DTSC's regulatory oversight at schools
conducting modernization. Therefore, the GGUSD was not required to obtain DTSC's
review or approval of the soil investigation. GGUSD conducted the sampling
investigation activities at Carver Elementary School on a voluntary basis.

In summary, based on the information provided by GGUSD, the analytical results of the
soil samples indicated detections well below levels of regulatory concern, and the
drinking water testing indicates that the school’s drinking water quality fully complies
with all applicable state drinking water standards. If you have questions, please contact
me at (714) 484-5459, or Maria Gillette, Senior Environmental Scientist, at

(714) 484-5377.

Sincerely,

Péf?A. Garcia, Branch Chief

School Evaluation and Brownfields Cleanup Branch
Brownfields and Environmental Restoration Program

Enclosure

cc: See next page.
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cc: Mr. Michael O’Neill (via-email)
- Consultant/Environmental Coordinator
School Facilities Division
California Department of Education
moneill@cde.ca.gov

Mr. Eric Canteenwala (via-email)
Environmental Protection Specialist
USEPA Region 9
Canteenwala.Eric@epa.gov

Mr. Oliver Pacifico (via-email)

District Engineer

State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Drinking Water
Pacifico.Oliver@waterboards

Ms. Ana Mascarenas

Environmental Justice

Department of Toxic Substances Control
Ana.Mascarenas@dtsc.ca.gov

Ms. Yolanda Garza

Brownfields and Environmental Restoration Program
Department of Toxic Substances Control
Yolanda.Garza@dtsc.ca.gov

Ms. Maria Gillette

Brownfields and Environmental Restoration Program
Department of Toxic Substances Control
Maria.Gillette@dtsc.ca.gov






School Modernization - Environmental Guidance and Resources

The Department of Toxic Substances Control
(DTSC) exercises its regulatory authority at a
school property when a release or threatened
release of a hazardous substance has occurred.
To assist school districts, DTSC has developed
this brochure to describe the federal and state
regulatory requirements, and best management
practices that should be complied with to
ensure that renovated school buildings provide
a safe and healthy environment. For more
information about state environmental
requirements for schools, please view DTSC's
website at:
http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/Schools/index.cfm

Federal and state agencies provide guidance
and resources for the safe management of
hazardous materials commonly present in older
schools. Typical hazardous materials found in
schools constructed, or renovated between
1950 and 1980 include friable asbestos
containing materials, lead-based paint,
pesticides and polychlorinated biphenyls. DTSC
encourages school districts conducting routine
repair and modernization work at older schools
to contact the appropriate federal and state
agencies to ensure full compliance with specific
requirements for proper management and
disposal of hazardous materials and potentially
hazardous construction and demolition debris.

DTSC’s professional staff is available to provide
school districts with regulatory guidance and
cleanup oversight through its Schools Program.
Regulatory and technical consultation with
DTSC is recommended through Voluntary
Cleanup Agreements or other mechanisms.
Additional information is available at DTSC's
website:
http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/Schools/SchoolsFAQS.c
fm

Asbestos

Commercial use of asbestos in the United States
began in the early 1900s. Asbestos-containing
material (ACM) was used to create numerous

products, including insulation, acoustic ceiling

tiles and fireproofing. The use of ACM was
prevalent in school buildings constructed after
World War Il until the late 1970s. The United
States Environmental Protection Agency
(USEPA) estimates ACM is present in most of
the nation’s primary, secondary and charter
schools.

Under the Asbestos Hazard Emergency
Response Act (AHERA - Public Law 99-519) all
non-profit elementary and secondary schools,
both public and private, are required to inspect
their school buildings for ACM, prepare
management plans and take action to prevent
and/or reduce friable asbestos hazards.

USEPA provides guidance on implementation of
the AHERA Rule and School Asbestos
Management Plans. Existing federal regulations
require school districts properly test, manage
and dispose of ACM that contains friable
asbestos. ‘
https://www?2.epa.gov/asbestos/school-

buildings

The California Education Code, Section
49410.7(a) describes the factors determining
the need for abatement of friable or potentially
friable asbestos at schools. Please view at:
http://www.ced.ca.gov/re/Ir/cl

Lead-based Paint

School buildings constructed prior to 1978 are
likely to contain lead-based paint. The California
Lead-Safe Schools Protection Act (California
Education Code, Section 32240-32245) requires
lead-based paint hazards be minimized in the
course of school repair and maintenance
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programs, and abatement procedures. School
districts” adherence to these regulations will
prevent or eliminate the potential for children’s
exposure to.lead-based paint contaminated
dust and soil.

USEPA provides comprehensive information
about the health effects caused by exposure to
lead-based paint, and options for safe
management and removal. Please see USEPA’s
website at: www.epa.gov/lead

Pesticides

The Healthy Schools Act of 2000 (Assembly Bill
2260) established requirements for pesticide
application at public K-12 schools and licensed
child day care facilities. The law includes right-
to-know, posting, recordkeeping and reporting
requirements for pesticides applied at schools.
To comply with the Healthy Schools Act, the
California Department of Pesticide Regulation
(DPR) requires schools develop an integrated
pesticide management plan (IPM). Please see
DPR’s School IPM webpage for additional
information and resources:
http://apps.cdpr.ca.gov/schoolipm/main.cfm

Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs)

PCBs have been detected in building materials
and soil at schools that were constructed or
renovated between 1950 and 1980. During that
era, the use of PCBs in building materials was
common practice at school buildings
constructed nationwide. PCBs were commonly
used in numerous types of building materials,
including caulk, adhesives, paint, cement, grout,
window glazing, sealants, wood floor finishes,
and fluorescent light ballasts. Weathered PCB
contaminated building materials may result in
their release to the school environment.
Students and staff may be exposed to PCBs

through inhalation (vapors or air borne dust);
and ingestion (contaminated dust or soil).

DTSC recommends school districts address
potential sources and exposure to PCBs from
building materials prior to conducting
modernization work at older schools. For
additional information regarding the
assessment, management, and safe removal
and disposal of PCB contaminated building
materials at schools, please view USEPA’s
website at:
http://www3.epa.gov/epawaste/hazard/tsd/pc
bs/pubs/caulk/index.htm

State and Federal Agencies Promoting Healthy
Schools

The California Department of Education’s
Health and Safety website provides extensive
information regarding the safe management of
asbestos in school buildings, lead hazards in
California’s public elementary schools and child
care centers, PCB’s in caulking and light ballasts,
and integrated pest management. Please find
the following link for the California Department
of Education’s website:
http://www.cde.ca.gov/Is/fa/hs/

USEPA’s Healthy School Environments Program
is designed to provide access to the many
programs and resources available to help
prevent and resolve environmental issues in
schools.

Additionally, USEPA is currently developing a
“Sensible Guide for Healthier School

" Renovations — Key Environmental

Considerations When Renovating Schools and
Childcare Facilities”.

To learn more, please visit USEPA’s website at:
www.epa.gov/schools







